
Public/Protected/Private  

Access Level of Inherited Class members 

 

 
 

 

Since this class is public it inherits 

the access level the same as the 

base class. 

This example comes from Ivor Horton Visual 

C++2010 WROX  publishers pages 572-577. 



 

 

 

Since this class is protected all of the 

public and protected aspects of the 

base class now are inherited as 

protected.  



 

 

 

 

 

Since this class is private all of the 

public and protected aspects of the 

base class now are inherited as  

private.  

Protected members are like private members of a class, except that they can be accessed by derived classes.   

Private members can accessed on by the base class functions and not derived classes.  


